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excellent to eat, so that it would be well worth domesticat-
ing. It was known to the ancients, for Herodotus express-
ly distinguishes it as the Black Ibis from the White Ibis
athiopica, and says it was the real sacred bird.
Ths Spoonbills (family Plataleida) do not really differ
from the Ibises in any important point, the beak, broad
and flat though it is at the tip, not being ^sufficient support
for a family ! There are only a few species, and of these
only one is found in India, which the natives, with a dis-
crimination which does them credit, have called the Spoon
Ibis. Ibises and Spoonbills are, indeed, so nearly related
that they have been known to interbreed, there ~being in
the Berlin Zoological Gardens a hybrid between one of the
White Ibises and a Spoonbill, which has the body of the
latter bird and the bill of the former, only slightly flat-
tened towards the tip. How this compromise would get
on in a state of nature is an interesting question.
The Spoonbill.
Platalea leucorodia.—blanford, Faun. Brit.
Ind. Birds, Vol. IV, p. 366.
vernacular names :—Chamach buza, Hind.;
Ckinta, Beng. ; Geniu muku konga, Tel.;
Chapy chundun, Tamil of Ceylon.
The Spoonbill has the sides of the face and the throat
naked, and a long full crest of pointed plumes in the breed-
ing season. At this time also there is a cinnamon patch
on the breast, which at other times is pure white like the
rest of the plumage. The bill and legs are black, the face
.and tip of the bill yellow; the bare throat yellow, run-
ning into red below,
Young birds have, of course, no crest; their flight
feathers are tipped with blackish, and their bills, which
are not at first so distinctly spoon-shaped as .those of their
elders, are all dull yellow,"

